Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 11924 131950Z 

15 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 

OMB-01 EB-07 /070W 

119691 

R 131247Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7704 
INFO AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 1 1924 

EO 11652: NA 
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SUB J : FONMIN’S UNREPORTED COMMENTS ON US 

1 . ON JULY 27, FONMIN CHAV AN PROVIDED OFF-THE-RECORD BRIEFING 

TO PARLIAMENTARY FOREIGN AFFAIRS CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN 
FOREIGN POLICY. NONE OF THE FONMIN'S REMARKS ON A WIDE RANGE 
OF SUBJECTS WERE PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY AS THEY WERE SUB- 
SEQUENTLY SUMMARIZED BY CHAV AN ON-THE-RECORD TO THE PRESS, 

AND THERE WAS NO MENTION OF THE US AT ALL. 

2. A FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE SOURCE, A CONGRESS MP WHO ATTENDED 
THE MEETING, TOLD EMBOFFS AUGUST 13, HOWEVER, THAT FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN THE LAST HALF-DOZEN YEARS (SO FAR AS HE COULD 
RECALL), FONMIN'S BRIEFING AT ONE OF THESE CONSULTATIVE COM- 
MITTEE SESSIONS HAD BEEN TOTALLY POSITIVE ON INDO-US RELATIONS. 

CHAV AN WAS ASKED ABOUT CURRENT STATE OF RELATIONS AND SAID 
THEY WERE GOOD AND GETTING EVEN BETTER. HE HELD OUT 
POSITIVE EXPECTATIONS, BOTH ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RE- 
LATIONS, AND MADE NO REFERENCE TO ANY OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS 
OR INDIAN CONCERNS. THERE WERE NO PROVOCATIVE QUESIONS 
FROM MPS AND CPI MPS WERE COMPLETELY SILENT. 
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3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH IT IS SOMEWHAT STRANGE THAT CHAV AN 
APPARENTLY DECIDED NOT TO REFER TO US IN HIS BACKGROUNDER 
FOR THE PRESS AFTER THE MEETING, WE ARE IMPRESSED BY HIS 
WILLINGNESS IN PRIVATE AND BEFORE A MIXED BAG OF CONGESS 
AND OPPOSITION MPS TO TAKE AS POSITIVE A TONE AS OUR SOURCE 
TELLS US HE DID. 

SAXBE 
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